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MR, REAP: (Press Release No, 644 distributed) This is Mr. (Roland) 

Moores of the Office of Security and Consular Affairs. What he 

says, of course, is for background. 

MR. MOORES: Well, leaving aside the matter of vesseis whicn will 

deoart from American ports which is a part of the procedure which 

will be administered by Justice, these remarxs of mine wiil concern 

departure cf vessels from foreign ports. 

Q. Are there very many vessels outside of tne Navy leaving Anevican 

ports for Cuba? 

A. There probably will be considerable wnen you take into escount 
to vessels which transit 

the area within 500 miles of Cuba, This is probably the icrgest 

factor in the system, that character of vessei. 
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last port of departure before transitvting the waters around Cuba -- 
Q. Intended last port of departure then? 
A. That's right. τα and the estimated time of departupe from that 
port. This information will then be relayed by the consular officer 
to the service attacne at one of our Embassies, And he will do this 
by the most expeditious means possible, inmost cases by telephone. 
He can send it in by commercial communications or whatever is the 
best way depending on t..¢ Dost. If there 13 a Navy Attache, of 
course it will be that Attacne. In some poste we don't have 
Navy attacnes. 
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Q@e You mean Embassy in the country 
before the intercept zone? 
Ae Tnatis right, Tnenthe Attache takes this information and 


outs it on the navy communications net and it goes to wne commander 


Ge You SAR call that the information net 
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sign and seal this application and deliver it to the snip's 
officer, The certificate is to be carried on hoard. 
Q. That makes 10 a == 
A. That makes it a CLEARCERT, or a Clearance Certificate after 
she consular officer signs and seals it. 


Q@. To the snip's officer? 


as Oona it is to be carried on boarG vessel during that journeys 

Qe Do they pas. the chit over $0 the Navy somewnere? 

fh. In this case since the Maxx Attacne himself is tnere in tnis 
operation, namely, %o conduct the 4Anspection, ne will automatically 
relay the information to the Navy Department for proper transmittal 
to tne Naval Commander. | 

Q, 1 assune that this application would naye something anout the 
nature of the cargo, wouldn't it? . 
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45 out to sea again proceeding toward Havana and he crosses the 
picket line. Does an American naval vessel go up, board nim and 


look at tne Clearance Certificate? 


A, No. It can but the system 13 designed to facilitate the 

passage of tnis vessei and avoid the necessity cof requesting this 
vessel to stop and have a visit and a search, 

Q@. It will be visual in that case only? 

Ae Yes, | 

Qe Unless you ha: some reason to believe there was some hanky-epanky 
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ἃ. That's right. For example, a nypothetical case, if fur 


a 
Certificate is not a guarentee of free passage, This point is 


made to the ship!s officer at tne time ne regeives the Certificate, 
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@, The sentiment of this is, as you say, this is not a guarantee, 
It is an effort to expedite &heir passage. We don't say that we 
are guaranteeing that they won't be stopped. We are saying that 
this is a wystem that may nelp you. 
ἂς And it is available on application, Of course, it is not in 
any way required. It is up to the Ship's ὁ ficer or tre ship's owner 
to apply. | 
Ως. What about the first form of Ce. tificate? Is that also 
no guarantee of free traffic? | 
A. That's right. No guaran as attaches the notice of transit. 
Qe Doesnit it intvoduce an entirely new element into the thing. 
The blockade has been against ships going to Cuba. Now the United 
States is demanding that shins going Go non=-Cuban ports must 
obtain a Certificate for free passage°on the high seas, 
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A. No. I wouldn't say we are demanding it but in view of the fact 


muy also tne wore of the navy, this notice of transit was devised 
Por trat purpose but 25 is noo a guarentes, But if your vessel 
39 Off fuss on the fringe ef tne area or travelling in a direction 
ajay from Cuba om nosS toward a Cuban nore, the fact tnav tne Navy 
hac notices of the arpivai ana tis passage of thiv vessel nsins the 
ρον 28 Los ooligation, op dts cuty, be carry οὖν the querantine, 
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to have the search conducted at sea, the U.S. Government will be 


glad to accommodate you. 


‘, Tnat is correct. 
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2. No. This extends the blockade, It 4ntroduces an entsrely 
naw element into the blockade which previously was ships going 


to Cuka. This is now requiring a Certificate of free passage 


of ships that may not be going to Cuba. I am Canadian and I 
am thinking about traffic with South American ports. 


Q@. AS ἃ matter of fact, we wouldn!t understand it at ali if it 


weren't for the fact that we just got a piece of paper a little 


at 


while ago saying that the interception area is a radius of 500 

dies from Havana and 500 miles om the East Coast. In the light 

of the size of that area (inaudible) 

Well, I don't think it is correct to say 10 extends the bicckade, 
But tne fact that, for example, your Canadian vessel 45 on ἀπὸ a 
journey which 1s going to gu® transit tnis 500-/mile radius, it will 


depend on the judgment of the Canadian owner, of course, if he wishes 


to make avaiiaole to cur consulate in Ottawa tne information that 
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wwe 
vessels in the circumstances you descrabe. I will be glad to 
find out for you. But I just came down here today to outline 
what 15 really an administrative procedure which has been set 
up through our consular corps to facilitate passage of vessels 
transitting the area and vessels destined for Cuba with cargo 
not containing offensive weapons or associated r teriLel. 
Q, What is the situation before this had gone into effect with 
Canadian ships going to South: America ana not touching at Cuba? 
Had they been stopped anc challenged? . 
A. if this system were not in effect, then of course the decision 
would rest with the Navy whetner it would stop all ships within 
the 500-mile area or only cer‘%ain ships “Ὁ 
Q@, I imow -α Wnat is their decision? Wnat has ἀρ been? 
He is urying t> find cut whether there is a change. And we don't 
mow what the past practice was. 
A. AS of up to now, I know the only stoppage ol 
of ships, I am aware of, are those shat nave already been reported. 
@, Have the others been passing throvgn? 


A. So far as I mow normal commercial snipping has not been 
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types of offensive weapons and αϑϑοολαυθὰ materiel covered by that 


order, but ofl is not in that category. 
definitive 

Q@, Are ship owners given a/iist of associated materiel? 

A. The ship owners will get this information from the Attache 


who will make the insrection, not from the consular officer. 
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